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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Reports (Form 86ab) rendered weekly to the 
Office of The Surgeon General by every hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. 

Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation at the earliest possible time 
following its receipt, figures are in general shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to — 
the accuracy of the reported figures, their verification is promptly requested and the fact that they” have © 
been so questioned is indicated by the symbol ($3). 7 


MORBIDITY DATA - 

In this report admission rates are shown for all causes (disease and injury) combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases, These rates are presented on an annual basis to 
facilitate comparison with corresponding rates in annual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admissic 
indicate the number of admissions per 1000 mean strength which would occur over a year’s time if the current 
week's experience continued through the year. 

The report also shows the number of cases of the more common comminicable and certain other diseases 
of special interest. Appended is a list of cases of the rarer commmicable and certain other diseases. 

The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week per 1000 strength, as given in 


this report, furnishes an approximation to the current non-effective rate, The mean number of non-effective 
per 1000 strength is given in the summary teble for the total United States and for each of the Service 
Commands. 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 

Current hospitalization conditions are presented in terms of bed capacity (normal and total), beds 
occupied and beds “available vacant." The mumber of beds “available vacant” is defined as 80% of the tote). 
bed capacity less the Sorrespodding beds occupied. The number of beds “available vacant" for each Service! | 
Command is the total of the bede “available vacant" for only those stations in which 80% of the total bed Jj 
capacity exceeds the beds occupied. Feds in dispensaries, convalescent facilities, venereal disease facili~ 
ties and college training detachments are not included in this report. 

In the case of general hospitals there are shown, in addition, the total number of patients adel sted 
and disposed of each week, the number of patients admitted by transfer and the number of battle casualties 
admitted and disposed of. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER. 

In reading the detail tables, it should be borne in mind that edmission rates based on small numbers 
of cases are not reliable. For this reason the symbol (?) has been placed after admission rates computed 
on the basis of 5 or fewer cases, | 

The symbol # has been placed after the names of stations (or groups of stations) where part or all of 
the data for the current week has not been received and the latest venetian figures have ba substiti 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 
CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES AS A WHOLE 
8 indicated on the c on page 5, the admission rates from all causes and from all diseases com- 

bined both decreased during the week ending 13 November 1943 to the lowest levels yet reached this year; 
correspondingly, the current morbidity is about 10 percent below that of the corresponding week in 1942. 
The chart and the year-to-date figures on page 6 have been revised throughout the entire year to reflect 

he correction made for the Tennessee Maneuver Area as mentioned last week; morbidity rates from all 
causes comkhined were lowered by about 20 points on the average for all weeks since May 1943, prior to 
which time the data were not affected. The admission rate from injury also fell to the lowest point yet 
attained in recent months, 

The rate of admission from colds, influenza, etc., increased about 10 percent over the previous week, 

but nevertheless was less than one-half as large as the rate prevailing during the corresponding week in 
1942. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 

As was done for the United States as a whole, the past data for the Fourth Service Command has also 
been changed to reflect the correction made for the Tennessee Maneuver Area; the corrected chart shows 
that this Service Command has actually had rates of morbidity not widely different from those for the 
United States as a whole during the past several months. Noteworthy decreases in the admission rate from 
all ceuses and from all diseases combined for the current week as compared with the previous one occurred 
in the Fourth and the Eighth Service Commands and the Military District of Washington, while a sizeable 
lincrease was registered in the Sixth Service Command almost entirely as a result of the increase in the 
dmission rate for colds, influenza, etc. 

The admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. rose in most of the Service Commands. The increase in 
the rate for the Sixth Service Command from 155 to 240 per thousand was chiefly caused by the further 
growth of the out-break at Fort Custer. The morbidity rate for the Seventh Service Command is also sub- 
stantially higher than those of the remaining Service Commands, while the Fourth and Eighth Service 
Command continue to show rates below 100 per thousand. 


CURRENT HOSPITALIZATION CONDITIONS. 

The total bed capacity increased by about 5000 and on 135 November 1948 was more than 350,000. The 
number of beds occupied on that date was about 185,000 and the number of “available vacant” beds almost 
98,000. There were 26 stations with a total bed capacity of about 17,000 which had no “available vacant" 
beds; included among them were 5 general hospitals with a bed capacity of about 8,100 beds. 

On 13 November 1943 there were 1,447 cases of malaria remaining under treatment, all but 22 of which 
were presumably acquired outside of the United States. The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining 
under treatment at the end of the week was 17,593. 
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Volume III - Report No. 46 LIST OF CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL INTEREST RESTRICTED 


WEEK ENDING 13 NOVEMBER 1943 


MENINGITIS (OTHER FORMS 
4 


DIPHTHERIA (5) POLIOMYELITIS (2) PARATYPHOID FEVER (1) COCCIDIOTDOMYCOSIS (40) 


1-Staten Island Area 

Sta. Hosp., Ne Yo 
1-Forrest, Cp., Tenn. 
l-McCain, Cp., Miss. 


Reports: 


Delayed 
Week ending 11/6 
1-Lubbock AAF., Tex. 


1-Upton, Cpes N. Y. 


l-Lewis, Ft., Wash. 
l-Keesler Fld., Miss. 


RESTRICTED 


1-Butner, N. C. 
1-Jackson AAB., Miss. 
2-Dodge City, Kans. 
1-Waco, AAF., Tex. 


TULAREMIA (1) 
l—Shelby, Cp., Miss. 


1-Brooke G. Hosp., Tex.| 1-Smoky Hill AAF., Kans, 


1-Fannin, Cpe, Tex. 


TYPHUS FEVER (4) ACTINOMYCOSIS (1 
l-Marianna AAF., Fla. 
2-Rucker, Cp., Ala. 
1-Hood, Cp., Tex. 


1-KeCaw G.H., Wash. 


a. ee 


2-Langley Flid., Va. 
3-Lee, Cpe, Vae 
3-Patrick Henry, Cp., 
Va. 
1-Pickett, Cp., Va. 
1-Story, Ft., Va. 
1-—Benning, Ft.,. Ga. 
> Cpes Fla. 
1-Don Ce Sar Hosp., 
Fla. 
1-Maxwell Fid., Ala. 
3-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
1-Stewart 


2-Jefferson Bks., Mo. 
1-Bliss, Ft., Tex. 
1-Brooke G. Hosp., Tex. 
2-Hood, Cp., Tex. 
1-Livingston, Cp., La. 
1-Marfa AAFAFS., Tex. 
1-Adair, Cp., Ore. 
2-Lewis, Ft., Wash. 
1-McChord Fld., Wash. 
1-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
1-Santa Ana, Calif. 
1-W.L. Angeles Area, 
Calif. 


Delayed Reports: 

Week ending 11/6 

1-Davis-Monthan Fid., 
Aris. 

1-Williams Fld., Aris. 


3-Indiantown Gap, Pa. 
3-Pickett, Cp., Va. 
l-La Junta, Colo. 
l1-Abbot, Cp., Ore. 
3—Gardner Fid., Calif. 
l1-Huachuca, Ft., Aris. 
l-Lemoore AAF., Calif. 
l-Luke Field, Ariz. 
3—Minter Fld., Calif. 
4-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
1-Santa Ana, Calif. 
1-Williams Fld., Aris. 
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FIVE WEEK PERIOD ENDING 30 OCTOBER 193 
PRISONERS OF WAR 


During the five week period ending 30 October 19))3, morbidity from all causes among prisoners of war wes 
at the relatively low level of about 50 admissions per year per thousand strength, or only about 80 percent 
of the current level for U.S. troops in the continental United States. The all causes rate was about the same 
for German and Italian prisoners, but the latter showed a somewhat higher rate from all diseases combined and 
an appreciably lower one from injury. The injury rate among all prisoners of war combined was nevertheless 
about the same as for U.S. troops in the continental United States, while the disease rate was considerably 
lower. 


The much lower morbidity from disease among prisoners of war as compared with U.S. troops in the contin- 
ental United States reflects in part the fact that the rate of admission from respiratory diseases (colds, 
influenza, pneumonia, etc.) among the former was relatively light, about half the level of that for U.S. troops 
in the continental United States. On the other hand, prisoners of war showed relatively high morbidity from 
diptheria and jaundice. The annual admission rate from malaria among prisoners of war (representing cases 
acquired outside of the United States) was 32 per thousand strength, which is high compared to the current 
level in this country, but is comparable with rates prevailing in the malarious areas from which many of these 
prisoners were evacuated. The morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery was about the seme as that for U.S. troops 
in the continental United States. 


A number of camps showed all causes admission rates in excess of 1200 per thousand strength. Analysis 


indicates that in some instances these arose from high injury rates, while in other cases an increase in the 
number of admissions followed an influx of new prisoners, 
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hoid Fever-1 
hoid Fever-3 
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